
Helping adults with special needs

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support and future residential community for adults with special 
needs, expanding their potential, helping them develop mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually
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You are Changing Lives
 N o v e m b e r 
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Sarah using the computers donated by a grant from 
Middle Tennessee Electric Membership Corporation

You may not realize it, but many 
of you are part of a great change 
happening – a change in the lives of 
individuals who are proving to the 
world what they CAN DO!  And you 
are helping them do it!

You provide individuals who live 
with so many challenges a place 
to have meaningful purpose and a 
fulfilling life. Sarah never desired 
to use a computer, mainly because 
she could not type or maneuver 
the mouse. Now, through her time 
in the Learning Lab, she not only 
enjoys using a computer, but she 
uses it with skill.  She now has her 
own iPad, and her mother said, “It’s 
opened up this whole new world of 
information and opportunities to 
her that weren’t there before.”

You give families much needed 
support and the peace of mind 
knowing their adult is well cared for 
in a safe and loving environment. 
Kellum Ferree, sister to BrightStone 
student, Catherine shared, “When 
Catherine graduated from High 
School, we didn’t know what 
the next chapter would be in her 
life. Words will never be able to 
express the gratitude we have for 
BrightStone!”

You change perspectives of what is 
possible and what it means to be an 
adult with special needs. Someone 
who recently toured BrightStone for 
the first time said that they expected 
to see “more of a day care…Just 
sitting around, and I was surprised 
to see students actively involved in 
making the products.” Many who 
see BrightStone for the first time 
comment on being impressed by the 
many products made by the students 
and the quality of their work.

You are making life possible for so 
many by changing the way the world 
sees individuals with challenges 
different than their own! 

Kellum Ferree with her sister, Catherine, 
who is a BrightStone student
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Brenda Hauk
Executive Director
brenda.hauk@brightstone.org

From the Executive Director

When BrightStone began 17 years ago with four students in one classroom donated by a local church, it was always 
part of our vision to one day have a beautiful campus where students can work and live a meaningful life filled with 
dignity and hope. It would be a place where families can have the peace of mind knowing they have a safe and loving 
environment where their loved one can go, especially after they are no longer able to provide care themselves. 

Today, with the purchase of 138 acres just three miles from our current location, we are closer than ever to reaching 
that goal!  Being in this position to move forward and build a bigger BrightStone is only possible because you have 
given, volunteered, prayed and trusted; and we are so very grateful!

We see the impact of your support every day--from the student who has increased mobility through our grant-funded 
Health and Wellness program, to the adult who has learned to independently track product inventory in a spreadsheet-
-you are making a difference.

We are now facing a BIG opportunity. It is a BIG dream and a BIG vision to provide a BIG opportunity for learning, 
growing, and living after high school in a community and campus setting. What a huge endeavor!  As we embark on 
this incredible journey of watching God work when impossibilities become miracles. We have realized that despite the 
powerful impact your support has on BrightStone’s students and their families, there are many in our own community 
who are not familiar with who we are and what we do.

So, I would like to ask you to help us with two things: share and pray. When you share about BrightStone, you are 
dropping a small pebble into a  BIG stream: you tell someone who tells someone who tells someone else. You can help 
us build awareness by coming to BrightStone for a personal tour, then inviting your friends to experience BrightStone 
at a BIG (BrightStone is Growing) Event; not to fund raise, but to inform. (Please see more information on page 3)

You have already accomplished so much by the work you’ve allowed me or BrightStone to do, and we cannot wait 
to see who God will bring to continue this work into the next phase. Contact me or Randy Elliott, our Director of 
Advancement, at 615-790-4888 or at randy.elliott@brighstone.org with questions or suggestions.

This is an exciting time of growth and we are thankful to have you with us on this journey! Please 
share with others about BrightStone, pray for us as we move forward, and watch for the miracles 
to continue to happen!

You Bring the Vision to Life

BrightStone Is Growing, abbreviated as BIG, is a perfect 
description for the next chapter in BrightStone’s 
exciting story. With the purchase of 138 acres in 
Williamson County just 3 miles from our current facility, 
we move one step closer to our new campus. Many, 
many families are waiting for this next step to become a 
reality so their adult child can have a permanent place to live, work and do life with their peers. 

Let us share BrightStone’s BIG vision with you. Come tour.  Buy our 
products. Be a volunteer. Attend our events. We would love to share with 
you the work God is doing here at BrightStone every day. This is the time to 
Dream BIG, Think BIG and Pray BIG!    

Thank you for helping BrightStone grow!

BIG
e v e n t
BrightStone Is Growing

BIG
dream

BrightStone Is Growing



November 2016
Ways You Can Share BrightStone

It’s so easy to have an impact simply by sharing the BrightStone story to 
your friends, family and co-workers—for BrightStone AND the person 
with whom you’re sharing! There are several opportunities to learn and 
to share about BrightStone:

• Tours: bring one or more people out for a tour of BrightStone. You 
can also host a BIG Event where you invite up to 10 people for a tour 
of our current building and hear an inspiring presentation about our 
vision of a future campus on our new land and have lunch on us!

• Events: invite people to one of our four fundraising events or our 
Christmas Program (Dec. 8). These are incredibly fun and impactful 
ways for someone to become familiar with BrightStone.

• Ambassador: share on social media and speak about BrightStone 
whenever you get a chance. You never know when you might 
change a life just by talking about BrightStone!

A ladies Sunday School class attend
 a BIG Event hosted by Barbara Reed

Events

Atmos Energy, Ausbrooks Law Office, Concord Building Group, Don & Beth Stinnett, Doris Alexander, Dr. Perkinson 
of Vanderbilt Bone & Joint, Franklin Synergy Bank, Judge Bean’s BBQ, June Caldwell, Medix, Middle TN Pulmonary 
Care, Nea Pacquet, Patterson, Hardee & Ballentine CPA, Puckett’s, RE/MAX Fine Homes, Regions Bank, Sentry, The 
Brockman Family & Mary Ann Bishop, The Human Capital Group,Williamson Memorial & Cremation Services

 A DISTINCTIVELY SOUTHERN PLACE

Lane SponSorS

Thank you so much to everyone who helped 
make Bowlability 2016 a wonderful, fun filled 
event! We had... 

57 teams 
325 participants

$66,000 raised for BrightStone adults!

GREAT JOB!  THANKS TO ALL!

event 
SponSorS:

In KInd 
SponSorS:

APCOM presents a giant check from their fundraising efforts 
which won them Top Fundraising Group for their session

Some “Lady Bells,” celebrating 
winning Top Fundraising Team

For more information, please contact Randy Elliott at 615.790.4888 or randy.elliott@brightstone.org

BIG
e v e n t
BrightStone Is Growing

BIG
dream

BrightStone Is Growing

Heidi Newfield and Keith Burns of Trick Pony 
performing at the 2016 Songwriters Night

BrightStone student, Benny, leading his 
fellow students as they perform at the 2015 

BrightStone Christmas Program

BowLaBILIty 2016

Songwriters Night 2017 Christmas Program
thurSday, decemBer 8, 2016 

at 6:30 pm
the Factory at FranKLIn

230 FranKLIn road

thIS Free concert IS 
BrIghtStone’S gIFt 
to the communIty.

Stay tuned: 
excItIng newS 
comIng Soon!
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Ali and Kate glazing ceramics together, one of their 
favorite work skills taught  at BrightStone

Some of the Consumables products 
produced and packaged by the students

You may have seen or even purchased some of our 
wonderful BrightStone products whether it be our 
famous Three Minute Fudge Mix, a beautifully 
crafted ceramic tray or Christmas Cards designed 
by a student. The students are very proud of the 
work they are learning to do and the products 
they produce – and so are we! However, there is 
something even more important than that—the 
empowerment it provides for each student.

Job training is an important part of BrightStone’s 
mission and program giving adults who have 
intellectual challenges the necessary skills for 
the workplace. Besides demonstrating to the 
community what outstanding and desirable 
products they can make, BrightStone students are 
empowered to have: 
•A change in life
•A future
•A job

Without BrightStone, many adults would be at home 
with little to no social interaction outside their family 
or caregiver, with few activities to keep them engaged, 
and with minimal opportunity to share their talents 
and skills. Their physical, mental and social abilities 
decline, their opportunities diminish, and many feel 
isolated and become depressed.

Coming to BrightStone means a community of 
friends to interact with and the ability to maintain or 
even improve their physical and mental capabilities.  

Meet Jon. Jon is a very outgoing, friendly, and smart 
guy. Everyone at BrightStone loves him and considers 
him a friend. At BrightStone, he has the opportunity 
to learn a very special job of tracking inventory 
in the Packaging Room.  His teacher, Mr. Randy, 
helps Jon count the products on hand and enter that 
information into a computer program – yes, he is 
tracking inventory - ALL ON HIS OWN!

What’s even more incredible is that Jon’s parents share 
that he can now do math in his head, something he 
was never able to do before. Without BrightStone it is 
doubtful that Jon would have gained these new and 
exciting skills which truly empower him toward more 
independence.

What BrightStone Products

Jon updating his spreadhsheet on the computer to track 
inventory of BrightStone’s Consumable Products
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Stephanie working with clay in the Ceramics classroom
Allen sifting powdered sugar in the Consumables training area

Stunning tray made 
by the students in the 

Ceramics work area

The job training provided at BrightStone is also 
crucial to fine and gross motor skills. Physical 
work involving rolling out clay in the Ceramics 
room, using a brush to sift powdered sugar in 
the Consumables work area, applying stickers to 
seal products in the Packaging Room or painting 
terracotta pots in the Paint Room, build important 
muscles and skills to improve their ability to move 
and accomplish tasks. 

The emotional significance of having work to do 
each day and learning to be independent in that 
work is incredibly powerful.  Students learn each 
day what they CAN DO in a world where what they 
cannot do is constantly brought to their attention.  
We see students grow from being non-verbal and 
lonely, to being a socialite and very skilled at a job – 
all because they find at BrightStone a community of 
peers who accepts them, loves them as they are, and 
becomes “family” to them.  

The impact of BrightStone is unbelievable.  Lives 
are changed! The reward of seeing the happy faces 
of the students and the amazing work they can do is 
profound. Thank you for being a part of impacting 
their lives!

REALLY Mean for Students

Barbra & Reggie learning to pack an order to be delivered to one of 
our retail partners who carry our produts in their stores and online

BrightStone Is Growing

BIG
Made

Possible 
by YOU 
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We gratefully acknoWledge the general contributions of the folloWing individuals, churches 

foundations, and corporations received from may 1 - august 31, 2016. thank you very much!

Founders ($5,000 and greater)
Aon Foundation
Beecher Carlson Insurance Services
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Stinnett, The 
    Donald and Elizabeth Stinnett Advised 
    Fund of The Community Foundation of 
    Middle Tennessee
Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.
Kevin & Lisa Gabhart 
HCA Inc./TriStar Health
HCA-Health Care Foundation 
Nehemiah Foundation Inc.
Ryman Hospitality Properties Foundation
Donald & Elizabeth Stinnett
Truman Heartland Com. Foundation
XL Catlin

Guardians ($1,000-$4,999)
Aldi Inc.
Mike & Denise Alexander
Anesthesia Medical Group, P.C.
APCOM 
Terry & Susan Bridges 
CCS, Inc.
Michael W. Chambers
Christ Community Church Franklin
Jeffrey Cloyd
Brenda  & Collin Reed
Keith & Carole Corkern
Crawford & Company 
Paul & Anna Dana
Enterprise Solutions
Kellum Ferree
Kelly Baker-Hefley
First Presbyterian Church Franklin
Gary & Brenda Hauk
HCA Caring For The Community

Richard & Janice Hedges
Dr. Rhea & Kim Holly
Coy Jefcoat
Mark & Laura Jernigan 
Kraig Kuipers
LDB Foundation
Letwak & Bennett
Magli Realty Company
Albert & Theresa Menefee
Nashville Machine Company, Inc.
Randall & Sadie Baskin
Brian & Christine Perkinson
R.C. Mathews Contractor, LLC
Stephen Rodolf
Robert & Catherine Stallworth
Star Physical Therapy, LLC
TelecomPioneers (TN Chapter #21)
The Stephens Christian Trust
Tommy & Diane Thompson 
Dick & Dottie Wells
Wilson & Assoc. P.C. 

Guardians ($500-$999)
Carl & Luann Breece
Elizabeth S. Brockman
Ron & Martha Brown
John Chambers
Jeff Cordell
Todd & Bonnie Davis
Earl Swensson Associates, Inc.
Frances Ferree
James & Rebecca Fiechtl
Franklin Synergy Bank
Full Service Insurance, Inc.
Kathryn Hauk
Tony & Patricia Hinton
Susan Hock
Kent & Kathleen Holdcroft
Keith Hopper
The Human Capital Group, Inc. 
Anne Johnston
Kroger Community Rewards (Nashville)
Jim & Phyllis Lackey
Blake Lewis
David & Shannon McGahren
Patrick McGirt
Kevin & Michelle Myers
Michael Nanko

Paula K Gilliland Trust
Greg & Susan Reny 
Joel & Taylor Schlichtemier 
Structural Design Group
Steve & Kirsten Vaughan

In Honor Of:
Katy Braly by Fieldona Waggoner
Jenny Brockman by Bitsy Brockman
Sean Corkern by Carole Corkern
Stephen Jernigan by Cobb Electric
Ryan Patterson by Jeff Cordell
Nancy Pewitt by Jeannine Dwyer
Robert & Missy Porter by Paula K Gilliland Trust
Claire Richardson by Joy Gooch
Kate Snow by Russell and Joyce Smith
Don Stinnett by HCA, Inc
Benjamin Weinberg by Linda Cotton  
 
 
In Memory Of:
Wilma Bearden by Tom and Katherine McGill
Phoebe Knox Binkley by 
    Linda Brooks
    Alice Cannon
    Lindy Gravelle
    Frederick and Emily Groehl
    Elizabeth Himes
    Jenny Layne
    Bob and Faye Ligon
    Mariposa Music Inc & Marty
         Robbins Enterprises
    Howard and Susan Spielberg
    Ashley Wilson
    Shuff’s Music Sales & Studio
Zi Bolen by Gary and Brenda Hauk
Jean Calahan by Tom and Katherine McGill
Annie Rebecca Carter by Mark and Laura Jernigan
Wilburn & Hazel Clark by Edmund and 
    Rita Roberts
Lib Cochran by Edmund and Rita Roberts
Dr. Craig Ferrell by
    Betty Glenn
    Bill and Dorothy Mahler
    Rebecca Ann McCord
    Alan Murphy
    Betty Wise
    Lucas and Sara Boyd

    Betty Glenn
Fate Foust by Woodmen Of The World,    
    Live Oak Camp #5
Paula Gilliland by 
    Julian and Donna Anderson
    Mary Anderson
    Steve Bolen
    Jim and Nancy Bray
    Amy Chambers
    Gary and Brenda Hauk
    Dick and Jan Hedges
    Erwin and Deanna Hoeme
    Johnnie and Nancy Pewitt
    Don and Linda Sauer
    Bob and Karen Sircy, Jr.
Betty C. Hale by Roger and Carole Wald
Jim Hinton by 
    Knights Of Columbus Council 15234
    Stephen Rodolf
    Max & Angela Wasserzug
Mark Hurst by Roger and Carole Wald
Jack Kelly by Barb Kelly
Robert Markham by Doug and Peggy Glenn
Sam McGahren by David & Shannon  
    McGahren
Eloise Melton by
    Jane Anderson
    Kevin and Jan Boylan
    Dina Campbell
    Patsy Forrester
    Wiley and Faye Henson
    Bob and Karen Jackson
    Clinton & Bonnie Miller
    Mike and Nancy Millikan
    William and Kathy Robertson
    Jan Sinsel
    Mark Stinnett
    Paul and Frances Stinnett
    Bonnie Travis
    Robert and Shirley Wieland
    Silsbee Winburne
    Lucinda Wolf
Roxie Sue Miles by 
    Alicia Fitts
    Bill and Alice Fitts
Nancy Miller by Roger and Carole Wald
Jonathan Ogden by Dr. Rhea and Kim Holly
Jim Wright by Don and Anne Snow 

We are deeply grateful to our wonderful donors without whom, 
BrightStone would not be able to serve adults with special needs and 
their families. Your support is truly life saving! Because of that, we 
would like to recognize you on our website so that your generosity 
might be acknowledged every day and so that the list might be more 
frequently updated. Our intent is to eventually go completely digital 
in our public acknowledgements and no longer publish this list in 
printed newsletters. Please visit www.BrightStone.org/supporters 
to view the complete list of donors and let us know if there are any 
corrections or discrepancies. You are making a difference and we are 
excited to acknowledge your generosity with this new plan!

Thank You

It’s Christmas at BrightStone

E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.
615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support, and future residential 
community for adults with special needs, expanding their potential, helping them 

to develop mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

PF-3316

MikeKelly

© BrightStone. All rights reserved.



October  2016It’s Christmas at BrightStone
After Thanksgiving, BrightStone will have 

our Christmas store open to shop: 

November 28th-December 16th 
8 AM-4 PM (Monday-Friday) 

AND
Saturday, December 3rd 

from 9AM-2PM

at BrightStone: 140 Southeast Pkwy Ct, 
Franklin, TN 37064

Check BrightStone’s Facebook page for updates 
regarding store hours, shows and product 
availability: facebook.com/BrightStoneTN

Christmas Cards

Artists: Ali & Barbra
Inside Card: Wishing you 
and those around you a 
very merry Christmas and 
a wonderful New Year
Item#:CC-3316

Artists: Dani, Loni 
& Reggie
Inside Card: Have a 
magical Christmas
Item#:SM-3316

Artists: Andy, Kate 
& Shannon
Inside Card: A silent night, 
a star above, a blessed gift 
of hope and love.
Item#: CS-3316

Artists: Elissa & Sarah
Inside Card: May your 
Christmas sparkle 
with love and laughter 
Item#:VC-3316

Artists: Kelly & Mike
Inside Card: May your 
Christmas be framed in love.
Item#:PF-3316

Four (4) for $5       |       Fifty (50) for $50 
Please contact us for custom, corporate, or large orders
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Ali Barbra

Merry
Christmas

Y’all
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E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.

615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support,  
and future residential community for adults with special needs,  
expanding their potential, helping them to develop mentally,  

physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

CS-3316© BrightStone. All rights reserved.

Andy ShannonKate

Chris  mas

E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.

615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support,  
and future residential community for adults with special needs,  
expanding their potential, helping them to develop mentally,  

physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

CS-3316© BrightStone. All rights reserved.

Andy ShannonKate

Chris  mas

E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.

615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support,  
and future residential community for adults with special needs,  
expanding their potential, helping them to develop mentally,  

physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

SM-3316© BrightStone. All rights reserved.

Loni ReggieDani

E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.

615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support,  
and future residential community for adults with special needs,  
expanding their potential, helping them to develop mentally,  

physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

SM-3316© BrightStone. All rights reserved.

Loni ReggieDani

E X C L U S I V E LY

Brighten Someone Special!TM

Created by BrightStone students who have developmental disabilities.

615.790.4888  www.brightstone.org 

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support,  
and future residential community for adults with special needs,  
expanding their potential, helping them to develop mentally,  

physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually.

SM-3316© BrightStone. All rights reserved.

Loni ReggieDani

Kelly Shannon Andy Dani Reggie Kate Ali Barbra Elissa Mike Loni Sarah

To see all eight available card designs, to order cards or for more information about 
Christmas sales, please visit our website at www.BrightStone.org/store or call (615)790-4888

Card Artists
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s p e c i a l  n e e d s  i n  W i l l i a m s o n  c o u n t y  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  i n  m i d d l e  t e n n e s s e e .

BrightStone School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration 

of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.
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S t a y  C o n n e C t e d  w i t h  U S :

BrightStoneTN

@BrightStoneInc

140 Southeast Parkway Court, 
Franklin, TN 37064

Phone: 615-790-4888

@BrightStoneTN

w i S h  L i S t
TOP WISH:
Donations and pledges towards Phase One development of our New 
Campus on 138 acres in Williamson County!

ONE TIME:
• $30,000 to complete the fund for a new bus to transport students 

more than 500 miles per week
• $500 for video and editing equipment

On-Going:
• Monthly or annual support of BrightStone’s general fund--every gift 

of any amount is appreciated!

Volunteer Needs:
• Front desk volunteer Wednesday afternoons each week 
       (noon-3:30 pm) and substitutes to fill in as needed
• Christmas program volunteers (Thursday, December 8, 2016)

Please contact Bekah Hart at bekah.hart@brightstone.org for information on these 
volunteer positions or to be placed on our volunteer email list

Visit our website for the full list at www.Brightstone.org/wishlist


