
Helping adults with special needs

BrightStone provides a comprehensive work, social support and future residential community for adults with special 
needs, expanding their potential, helping them develop mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually
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BrightStone Building Community
Get on the Bus with Us!

People in the community who aren’t familiar with BrightStone will often ask us, “What does 
BrightStone do? I see your bus EVERYWHERE!” That is sometimes the first introduction 
someone has to BrightStone because our students are always on the go. 

Some of the families we serve have challenges managing work, life and transportation for 
their students to and from BrightStone each day. The opportunity to offer transportation on 
the bus allows many students to attend who might not otherwise be able. Each of us live in 
“community.” BrightStone adults are enriched by being a part of their community – and they 
LOVE it as you can see by the faces pictures here.

Twice a week, 
students visit the 
YMCA in Franklin 

for recreation and 
physical activity.
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Continued on page 3...

Thank you to the community 
leaders who serve on our 

board and are ambassadors for 
BrightStone, directing and sharing 

our mission in the community

In addition to providing 
a physical activity and 

fun field trip destination, 
Franklin Family 

Entertainment Center also 
hosts the Special Olympics 

Bowling event and our 
Bowlability fundraising 

event each year. 

Students love going 
to Chick-fil-A for an 
occasional lunch--a  

BrightStone favorite!
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You can find BrightStone out in the community 
delivering some of the amazing products they 
produce for our retail partners. Not only can you 
purchase these items at BrightStone but also 
at Savory Spice, Handy Hardware, the Franklin 
Visitor Center and Batch Nashville.

BrightStone students participated 
in the Special Olympics at 
Brentwood High School in May 
and were awarded over 30 place 
ribbons. The real winners for 
the day were the many family 
members, staff and volunteers 
who shared in the experience with 
the students. This event celebrates 
the abilities  of the participants, 
who are often identified by their 
disabilities. It was a wonderful 
day coming together as a 
community to provide a sense of 
accomplishment, pride and hope!

A recent visit to the Franklin 
Fire Department was a thrill 
for the students. They were 
able to sit inside the truck, 
have their pictures made, and 
meet real life heroes!

County Mayor 
Rogers Anderson with 
BrightStone Students

Franklin Mayor 
Ken Moore with 

BrightStone Students
Update: Funding for the New Bus

As you’ve seen, the students are always on the 
go. They’re out in the community and connecting 
with people just like you. How are they able to do 
this? On the BrightStone bus!

Our bus travels over 500 miles per week taking 
students to and from BrightStone, taking them 
to activities and programs in the community, 
special Olympics training and competitions, and 
even out of town trips.  And our bus is getting 
old!!  The safety and protection of our adults is 
a primary concern, and we are over halfway to 
our $75,000 goal.  Thanks to all who are helping 
us continue to provide for vital transportation 
needs of our adults!

One of our efforts to raising funds for our bus was the 
Big Payback on May 3.  Our amazingly supportive friends 
and leaders from the community helped our “GET ON 
THE BUS” social media promotion, including County 
Mayor Rogers Anderson and Franklin Mayor Ken Moore.

Andy loves riding the bus; he always has the 
biggest smile whenever he’s on the bus! Even more 
importantly, the bus provides Andy a way to come 
to BrightStone when his parents cannot bring him. 
Andy’s mom says that he enjoys the bus so much, 
he’s almost disappointed when she drives him to 
BrightStone instead of riding the bus!

BrightStone is so blessed by our bus drivers, 
Billy and Bobby!  They always go above and 
beyond.  Billy helps with special events and 
special projects.  They are dearly loved, by 
the students and their parents!  

Brenda Hauk, ext. 102
Executive Director
brenda.hauk@brightstone.org

GOAL
$75,000

$40,737
RAISED

Franklin Fire Dept.

Billy

Andy

BrightStone In the CommunityFrom the Executive Director

Students enjoy field 
trips to the library 
to look at and check 
out books they take 
back to BrightStone.

Many students simply 
would not be able to 
attend BrightStone were 
it not for the bus. These 
families are so grateful 
for this service!

As we enter into the summer months, I’m thankful for warm weather and the time we’ll all get to spend 
with family and friends.  Summer brings us outdoors and into the community.  I feel so grateful when I 
get to walk down Main Street, hear live music and enjoy all that the community offers me.  I feel joy and 
connected with the community that I love and have lived in for the past 38 years.  Keep reading and you’ll 
discover that community is the theme of this issue.  

Community is a feeling that comes when we are in fellowship with others. It’s the result of sharing 
common attitudes, interests, and goals.  We all want to feel connected and live happy, fulfilled lives. 
BrightStone values the adults we serve and their need to be a part of community, as well. 

BrightStone is very intentional in meeting this need for the adults we serve. Each week our students go 
into the community where they:

• Participate in activities
• Learn new things, and
• Interact alongside their neighbors and friends

Working with adults who have special needs, I’ve witnessed first-hand the incredible, positive impact that 
happens when we help our adults get connected…with friends, with loved ones, and with the community. 
As a community, we all celebrate that a place like BrightStone exists, serving families with loved ones who 
have special needs.  Since 1999, we’ve been helping families give their son, daughter or family member a 
more meaningful and fulfilled life – and the chance to feel part of the community.  

Thank you for the many testimonies you’ve shared with us of how you’ve been blessed by 
getting to know our students.  It’s a precious gift when you get a smile, a kiss on the hand, 
or a hug from one of our students.  They are so open and ready to have fellowship with 
others – to be in community with you and me.

How the Bus Impacts Families
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2016 Jim Hinton 
Memorial Golf Benefit

SAVE THE DATE:
Tuesday, October 4th

Governor’s Club Golf Course

Kellum Ferree, Director of Operations at Aldi, is this year’s Bowlability Event Chair. 
Not only is she an incredible volunteer but as a sister of a BrightStone student, 
Kellum knows the positive impact that BrightStone has in the lives of the students 
and their families. 

“When Catherine graduated from High School 5 years ago at the age of 22, we didn’t 
know what the next chapter would be in her life. For someone as social as she is, 
it was very important for us to find a place where she can go daily and continue to 
flourish. Thankfully, we did. BrightStone has provided Catherine with endless love and 
support from day one. Words will never be able to express the gratitude we have for 
BrightStone. It’s been such a blessing to my family!”

Executive Director Brenda Hauk with Kellum and 
her sister, Catherine, at the 2015 Bowlability

Bowlability is BrightStone’s 
second largest fundraising 
event. Many businesses 
and individuals who have a 
team tell us it is one of their favorite events all year. Many teams have 
themes and some even dress alike according to their theme. It is one of 
the easiest and most fun ways to get your friends and family involved 
and have a huge impact funding the mission of BrightStone!

Please  Vis i t  www.BrightStone .org 

D
r.  

Craig Ferrel l  Memorial  Cup

S p o r t i n g  C l a y s  B e n e f i t

Chuck Woodcock holding the Dr. Craig Ferrell 
Memorial Cup as one of three shooters who 

tied for first place with a score of 47 out of 50
One of the 18 teams who participated this year included (L to R): 

Charles Wilson, Jim Sparks, Jay Siegrist, Ron Johnston, and Bob Clifft

Dr. Craig Ferrell’s son, Aaron Ferrell, with 
BrightStone Executive Director Brenda 
Hauk welcome shooters to the event

BrightStone’s annual 
Sporting Clays Shoot 
took on a new name, 
a new look, and a 
new prize this year. 
“Dr. Craig Ferrell 
Memorial Cup” was a 
tremendous success! 
It was a perfect day 
on May 7th out at 
Gentry’s Farm, for 18 
teams to compete  for 
the inaugural trophy 
cup. The generosity 

of our teams and sponsors helped raise over $30,000 
for the BrightStone program. Thanks to everyone who 
participated and volunteered at this incredible event, 
especially the Gentry family and the planning committee:

Scott Gentry, Bob Clifft & Dr. Rhea Holly

Our outstanding headliner for BrightStone’s 14th annual Songwriters Night was the 
popular Heidi Newfield. Heidi is a country music artist with hits like “Johnny and June” 
from her successful solo career and “Pour Me” from her work as part of Trick Pony. 
Heidi and her friends along with songwriters like Gordon Kennedy captivated the 
audience. Andy & Jan Marshall were the hosts and Steve Hayslip from News Channel 5 
was the emcee for the evening. It was an incredible night full of laughter, great music 
and stories of empowerment. Thanks to all who came out to support us!

Hosts, artists and emcee were presented 
with thank you gifts of products made and 

presented by the BrightStone students

Songwriters Gordon Kennedy, 
Danny Flowers and James House

Headliner Heidi Newfield with Trick Pony 
fellow band mate, Keith Burns

Heidi Newfield with 
BrightStone students

Tammy & Sarah

BrightStone parents, 
Herb and Elaine Duell, 

shared two moving 
poems, one written by 
Elaine, about having a 

special needs child

For more information, please call event 
chair Kevin Gabhart at 615–584–5748

Save the Date for Bowlability 2016
August 8-9 at Franklin Family Entertainment Center

Last year, Kellum partnered with Aldi to involve them in the event. Be sure to talk 
to your workplace about participating in Bowlability with a team or as a sponsor! To regis ter,

Sponsors: 
A. Marshall Family Foods, Inc
Star Physical Therapy
Don and Beth Stinnett
Dick and Dottie Wells

Patrons:
Beecher Carlson
Wayne and Carolyn Curry 
Lorraine Ferrell Silver Sponsor and Award Cup Sponsor: Dr. Rhea H. Holly

Bronze Sponsors: 
Boe-Tel TN Company
James Butler, Jr.

Star Physical Therapy
Gary and Brenda Hauk

Thank youFranklin Synergy Bank
Gary and Brenda Hauk
Fred and Martha Nance

Thank 
you
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On March 16th, BrightStone honored its 
volunteers at a brunch with the theme, 
“Thanks a Latte.” There were three 
superlatives awarded to volunteers 
Mary Barnes, Joan Smith and Carole 
Wald for their service. Kevin and Lisa 
Gabhart were recognized as Volunteers 
of the Year. Kevin chairs the Jim Hinton 
Golf Benefit  and just began his third 
term on the Board of Directors while Lisa 
is a weekly volunteer at the front desk, 
answering the phone and assisting with 
administrative tasks. We appreciate all 
of our volunteers and their incredible 
contribution; we couldn’t do this 
without you. Thanks a latte!

Honoring 
Volunteers

Partners
We gratefully acknoWledge the general contributions of the folloWing individuals, 

foundations, and corporations received from January 1 - april 31, 2016. thank you very much!

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of these lists.  Please accept our sincerest apology if a name has been misspelled or omitted and please notify us so that our records can 
be corrected. Due to the overwhelming generosity of our donors, Sustainers ($99 and under donors) were not included in the list but every donation is deeply appreciated.  Thank you!

Founders 
Doris Alexander
Dick and Dottie Wells
Regg and Adora Swanson
A. Marshall Family Foods Inc
Don and Elizabeth Stinnett
Bob and Janie Yeager 

Guardians 
Mike and Denise Alexander
Battlefield Region A.A.C.A.
Beecher Carlson Insurance 
Boe-Tel TN Company, LLC
Terry and Susan Bridges
James and Caroline Butler
Wayne and Carolyn Curry
DAC Custom Homes
Todd and Bonnie Davis
Herb and Elaine Duell
Enfinity Engineering
Kellum Ferree
Lorraine Ferrell
Franklin Synergy Bank
Amanda Gaw
Gary and Brenda Hauk
Rob and Heather Hays
Kent and Kate Holdcroft
Rhea and Kim Holly
Paul Holtzinger
Humphres Business Management, LLC
Mark and Laura Jernigan
Knights of Columbus Council 7764
Jim and Phyllis Lackey
Beth Loudermilk
Robert and Alicia Loudermilk
Andy and Jan Marshall
Brian and Cindy Miller
Fred and Martha Nance
Nehemiah Foundation
Durl and Christie Reeves
Philip Robichaux
Bob and Karen Sircy, Jr.
Bob and Cathy Stallworth
Tenant Building Group, LLC

Tommy and Diane Thompson
Rooker Family Giving Fund
Ken Harms
Dena Willis
Larry and Eleanor Yarborough

Benefactors 
Coleman and Cathi Aycock
Frank and Judy Bell
Bloom Electric Supply, LLC
Bitsy Brockman
Richard and Carolyn Dodd
Kay Hauk
Kroger Community Rewards
M. R. Foundation of Tennessee, Inc.
Michael and Deborah Matney
Kevin and Michelle Myers
Michael Nanko
Susan and Greg Reny
Nelson and Sheila Shields
Bob and Vickie Speck
James Thompson
 
Patrons
ACE Charitable Foundation
Brandon and Tracy Allen
Anixter, Inc.
Tommy and Renee Badon
Frederick and Celia Bearden
Mary Ann Bishop
Steve Bolen
Nick Bradley
Jim and Nancy Bray
Shawn Brickels
Jim and Rita Brockman
Ron and Martha Brown
Eric and Rita Carini
Glen and Jill Casada
John Chambers
Mike Chambers
June Christian
Craig and Nina Cooper
Kevin and Kathy Corkern
Betsy Cullen

Jon and Julie Curtis
Lee Davis
Bill and Glyna Dickerson
EHD Technologies
Elevation Properties, LLC
Bruce and Linda Fairris
First Presbyterian Church
Avery Fisher and Rebecca Ozols
Alicia Fitts
Bill and Alice Fitts
Carlton and Judy Flatt
Scott and Melanie Gentry
Mark and Pam Godwin
Don and Shirley Gower
Janice Hardrath and Ron Kempf
Harpeth True Value Home Center
HCA Foundation
Linda Hinton
Tony and Patty Hinton
Dan and Abigail Holloran
Walter and Sue Iwanowski
Gary James
David and Tanya Jones
Mark and Bobbye Kassing
Margie Kirby
Sevena Kreegel
Bob and Barbara Layman
Jeff and Tracy Lehmann
Linkfour Enterprises, Inc.
Katherine and David Market
Chris and Christy Mayfield
Virginia McDowell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mehaffey
Dago Melendez
Drew and Jillian Morgan
Loyd and Pam Morgan
Don and Peggye Moss
Bob and Kay Musgrove
Hal  Newbanks
D Noland
Jon and Adrianne Ohrt
Jeffrey and Leslie Overby
Johnnie and Nancy Pewitt
Rod Pewitt

Robert and Missy Porter
Kempton and Patty Presley
Mel and Linda Priess
Chris and Rosalie Rainey
Jerry and Barbara Reed
Emily Reeves
Chris and Whitney Schickling
John and Marianne Schroer
Keith and Debra Shults
Terri Sisco
Mark and Victoria Smith
Jim Smithey
Ken Solesby
William and Bethany Tatum
Lin and Debbie Taylor
Telecom Pioneers - 
   Tennessee Chapter #21
Julian and Penelope Thompson
David and Debbie Tropauer
United Way of Williamson County
Buddy and Dru Victory
Jarrod and Lia Watson
Bruce Weaver
Jim Williams
Larry and Carolyn Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Pat Williams
Karen Wilson
Betty Wise
Dwayne and Jan Wyatt
Steve and Claudia Zanolini
 
Building Fund
Mike and Denise Alexander
First Presbyterian Church
Keith and Debra Shults
Vicki Stokes
Bob and Vickie Speck
Dick and Dottie Wells
Betty Wise

Scholarship Fund:
Doris Alexander
Kay Hauk
Barbara Holdcroft

In-Kind Gifts – Song Writers Night:
Dena Willis
Dream Events & Catering  
Gail Magli
Kent and Kate Holdcroft
Kevin Wimpy Portraits & Gardens
Nashville Center for Aesthetic Dentistry
Plastic Surgery Center of Nashville
Robert and Shirley Parker
Springtree Media Group LLC
The Red House

In Honor Of: 
Jenny Brockman 
   by Betsy Cullen
Kelly Urban 
   by Lin and Debbie Taylor
Raleigh & Carol DeBow 
   by Steve and Claudia Zanolini
Patricia DeBow 
   by Steve and Claudia Zanolini

In Memory Of:
Zi Bolen 
   by Anixter, Inc.
   by Bill and Alice Fitts
   by Loyd and Pam Morgan
   by Buddy and Dru Victory
Edith Wakefield 
   by Julia Bennett
   by Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Crutcher
   by Michael and Betty Mullins
   by Kerry and Susan Perkinson
   by Lloyd F. Thompson
Bob Bills 
   by Mark and Laura Jernigan
Chris Cheesman 
   by Don and Peggye Moss
Mary Ronan 
   by James Smith
Dr. Craig Ferrell 
   by Vicki Stokes
   by Betty Wise
Eric Moeller 
   by Buddy and Dru Victory

The Wisdom of Planned Giving
With wise planning, your assets can be used to bless the people and organizations you care about most – now and in the future. 
Planned giving is a way to gift non-cash assets (like stock, real estate, or closely held stock) and reduce your current income 
tax liability, reduce your future estate tax liability, and make it possible to give larger charitable gifts while maintaining your 
retirement and lifestyle goals.

When you make a future planned gift to BrightStone, we will have the needed resources to serve adults with special needs 
in our community for many years to come. Examples include naming BrightStone as a beneficiary in a life Insurance policy, 
retirement account, or including BrightStone in your will and/or other estate documents.

For more information about planned giving, please contact Randy Elliott, Director of Advancement, 
at randy.elliott@brightstone.org or by calling 615-790-4888 ext. 101

Tom and Sylvia Singleton have been a part of BrightStone from the very beginning. They were 
the first community donors and have continuously supported BrightStone ever since. We asked 
Sylvia to share why they give and this is what she said:

“Our support for BrightStone, in the simplest explanation, comes out of our faith. We believe that 
we are all created in the image of God, including adults with special needs. In Proverbs, it talks 
about speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves and that’s what BrightStone does. 
Being in Williamson Country, we live in one of the wealthiest counties in the state and for any of 
these students to need for anything is simply a shame. I personally don’t believe it’s too much 
to ask for these parents and families to have the peace of mind to know that their beloved adult 
has a safe and nurturing environment to be cared for and a place to go when they can no longer 
care for them. Our family has been blessed with four children and nine grandchildren who are 
all healthy, independent and do not need a place like BrightStone but we’re helping BrightStone 

build for the future. There are no guarantees that our family won’t need those services one day and they should be there and 
available to anyone.

One of my favorite events all year is the BrightStone Christmas program. I am always struck by the joy and love the students 
have. At BrightStone, you see students helping each other and contributing to the community there. I believe this is notable 
and reflects the leadership and priorities 
the organization sets to create such an 
enriching environment. I always come 
away with immense gratitude and a smile.“ 

Why They Give

FUND A SCHOLARSHIP
$9,600 or $800 a month. Bless one or 
more students an opportunity to attend 
BrightStone for a year and provide peace 

of mind to family members too!

Become a BrightStone Ambassador - $100 per month. Tuition only covers 
1/3rd of our annual budget. Support the mission of BrightStone and help 
us fund expenses not covered by student tuition. With your first monthly 

donation, you’ll receive a special product made by our students as our thank 
you gift. Call our Advancement office at 615-790-4888 ext 101 to sign up. 

NEW CAMPUS
Please pray that God brings the 
funds we need to quickly pay off our 
$3,100,000 mortgage for the 138 
acres we bought in Franklin. Then, 
we can move forward with the 
development of our new campus!

How You Can 
Partner with 
BrightStone

TRANSPORTATION
Help us complete the funding so we can 
buy a new bus for our students. $40,000 
received so far and $35,000 needed so we 
can “Get on the Bus”!  (Cost is $75,000)

BECOME A BRIGHTSTONE AMBASSADOR



BrightStone is very excited to announce that 
Randy Elliott has joined our staff as the Director of 
Advancement. He will be responsible for advancing 
the mission of BrightStone and will lead our 
development and community relations activities. 
Prior to joining BrightStone, Randy was Director of 
Advancement for New Hope Academy, Director of 
Development for Guideposts Foundation, President 
of Texas State Credit Company, and Vice President 
for Thomas Nelson Publishers. Randy holds a 
BA degree in Journalism from the University of 
Memphis. 

Randy and his wife Ann have been married for 
41 years and have lived in the Forrest Crossing 
community here in Franklin for the past 13 years. They have four grown 
children and two grandchildren. Please welcome Randy to the BrightStone 
family. He would love to hear from you!

1 4 0  S o u t h e a s t  P a r k w a y  C o u r t
F r a n k l i n ,  T N  3 7 0 6 4

b r i g h t s t o n e  i s  a  p r i v a t e l y  f u n d e d  5 0 1 ( c ) 3  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s e r v i n g  a d u l t s  W i t h 
s p e c i a l  n e e d s  i n  W i l l i a m s o n  c o u n t y  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  i n  m i d d l e  t e n n e s s e e .

BrightStone School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration 

of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.
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S t a y  C o n n e C t e d  w i t h  U S :

BrightStoneTN

@BrightStoneInc

BrightStone’s New Director of Advancement

140 Southeast Parkway Court, 
Franklin, TN 37064

Phone: 615-790-4888
Randy Elliott, ext. 101 
Director of Advancement
randy.elliott@brightstone.org

Mandy Singleton Clay, ext. 103
Communications Coordinator
mandy.clay@brightstone.org

The Advancement Team

Meet Randy Elliott 

Randy joining the 
students on the bus

@BrightStoneTN


