
 

 

 

How Do I Raise Money? 

Tips for Successful Fund-Raising 

 

 People give to people they know.  So, don’t be afraid to ask!  BrightStone serves a great mission and fulfills a 

need for those families who have a loved one facing the challenges of living each day with a developmental 
disability. 

 There are three ways in which you can raise money: 

1. Personal Fund-Raising (face to face asks and letter writing) 

2. Online Fund-Raising through FirstGiving 

3. Team activities 

 To be the most effective in reaching your fund-raising goal, use a combination of each of these methods. Tailor 

the method best suited to the person you are asking. And remember to start as early as you can!  

 Dedicate your personal fund raising effort in honor or in memory of a person with a developmental disability.  

Your honoree can be a current BrightStone student, friend or family member who is living with a developmental 

disability.  Putting a face with the cause helps donors realize the impact of their contribution. 

 Arm yourself with facts about BrightStone.  Let donors know that their donations will help further the mission to 

provide meaningful, productive work and training to those living with a developmental disability. Visit 

www.brightstone.org to learn more about what we do and how you can help.  Follow us on Facebook or Twitter. 
Contact BrightStone about giving your donors a very special tour! 

 

 Be enthusiastic about your participation.  Your enthusiasm will be contagious and others will want to support you. 

 
 Remember to ask your donors if their companies have a matching gift program.  You can easily double your fund-

raising through matching plans! 

 
 Once fund-raising begins, remember to say “Thank You”!  Even though every identified donor will receive a 

thank you from BrightStone, you may choose to write peronal notes, send an email, or write a standard letter to 

thank your donors for their support. 

 Be sure to develop a fund-raising plan!  

 Start early.  Remember, a bowler’s goal is $100! 

 Use a variety of fund-raising activities to meet and exceed your goal. 

 Publicize your fund-raising activities to raise awareness for BrightStone by using email, webpages, 
company communication resources, and more. 

 Encourage and applaud other bowlers and teams. 

 Fund-raise throughout the year. 

 Report success stories to BrightStone! 

http://www.brightstone.org/


Creative Fund-Raising Ideas for Bowlers and Teams 
(activities such as these can broaden awareness of BrightStone’s mission!) 

 
Letter writing campaign:  Mailing letters with your personal goals and identifying your hero is a very effective form of fund raising 
(at no cost to BrightStone!).  Some participants even choose to enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope to make it easier for 
donors to mail back.   
 

Online webpage: Create your own webpage through FirstGiving by visiting www.firstgiving.com/brightstone. 
You may personalize it with your own message, your hero’s photo, and then email it to friends, family & co-workers.  
 

Hold an auction:  Auction a prime parking space at work, a half or whole day off or yourself to work a day for someone. 
 

Mocha club:  Invite your friends to join you in giving up a cup of coffee once a week (or day!) and to contribute the funds to your 
fundraising efforts. 
 

Use your green thumb:  Sell corsages, your extra houseplants, or bouquets from your garden.  
 

Schedule a game night:  Host a Monopoly, poker, bingo or other game night and charge admission. 
 

Sell your career skill:  For example, if you’re a CPA, offer to do your friends’ taxes for a fee that goes toward your goal. 
 

Host a spring cleaning yard sale:  Sell your unwanted items and put the profit towards your goal.  If family/friends don’t want to 
give money, suggest that you sell their unwanted items and keep the profit. 
 

Turn a gift to you into a gift to BrightStone:  Ask family/friends to donate money on your behalf to BrightStone instead of giving 
you presents at your upcoming birthday or anniversary. 
 
Present an instructional class:  Invite possible donors to participate in a how-to class and charge a fee that goes toward your goal.  
For example, if you’re a great dancer, offer to conduct classes for your friends with the proceeds benefiting BrightStone.  
 

Approach your company:  Many companies will give a flat donation and many others have a matching gift program.  These gift 
programs usually match donations given by employees.  Be sure to approach your Human Resources department to learn the details. 
 

Dress Down Days:  Ask your company and other companies to conduct a “Dress Down Day” for their employees.  Designate a day, 

series of days or a week and charge to dress casual for the day.  Give discounts if people wish to buy more than one day.  Example: 
one day for $5, or three days for $10.   Employees purchase a button/sticker that gives them the privilege of going to work dressed 
casually on a designated day. 
 

Bake Sale:  Hold a bake sale at work, church, or school or sell donuts, bagels and coffee in the morning. 
 

Coin Saving:  Ask five to ten people to save their change for you for a month.  Purchase a “painted pot” from Brightstone to give 
them to hold their change.  At the month’s end, invite them to your home for a “counting party.”   Again, they are helping to change 
the life of an adult with a developmental disability! 
 

Garage Sale:  Have a garage sale in your company parking lot or at your home and have all your friends and co-workers bring items 
from their homes.   
 

Brown Bag Lunch Day:  Encourage employees to bring their lunch to work and hold a brown bag party.  Ask them to donate their 
lunch money to you.  The money saved from not going out that day can be contributed to BrightStone. 
 

Public Venues:  (Please contact Tina at BrightStone for assistance with marketing materials for a more public 

campaign such as these)  
 

Fund-Raising Parties:  Schedule a fund raising party at a restaurant or other business to benefit BrightStone. Promote the 
party to everyone you know and charge a cover.  The business will benefit from the free publicity and the money you raise 
will go toward your goal, not to mention it’s a lot of fun! 

 

Schedule a share-the-profit event:  Many local restaurants will give a portion of a day’s profits to a specific cause.  Set 
this up with restaurant management and notify your friends, family, etc. to visit the establishment on the scheduled day.   

 
A little change makes a lot of cents:  With approval, ask your bank or a local business to post a message at the 
teller/checkout line, "donate the cents from your deposit/change to help “change” the lives of students at BrightStone.” 

 

 

http://www.firstgiving.com/brightstone


 

 

   Online Registration and Fund-Raising 

 

Our online fund-raising web site available for bowlers provides the ability to simply and easily use the Internet to manage 

your fundraising campaign and to gather financial support.  It as easy as this: 

1. Go to: www.firstgiving.com/brightstone. 

2. Find the Bowlability Event link and click the “Join Now” button.   Follow the instructions to sign up for your BrightStone 
Bowlability fundraising website. 

3. Follow the instructions to personalize your participant web page. 
4. Use the “Communication Center” to send e-mail invitations asking friends, family, and colleagues to visit your page. 

5. Watch the donations come rolling in!!! 

Participant Web Pages 

Each participant gets their own “Personal Web Page” where you can easily edit the text and the photo on this page.  
Bring your enthusiasm to life by sharing your reasons for supporting BrightStone with every site visitor.    

Visit an example page at http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/TinaMajors/BOWLABILITY2014  

Communication Center 

Send e-mail invitations to prospective donors.  A link back to your personal web page will be automatically included in the 
outgoing e-mail.   

Convenient Online Pledges 

Make it safe and convenient for donors by encouraging them to donate online.  It’s fast and simple.  None of their 

personal data will be shared and the donation process is secure.  Most people will say ‘yes’ no matter where they are in 
the country. It just takes one ask.   

Other Great Features 

Tell a Friend: Encourage your donors to tell their friends.  There is a simple and easy process that they can use to spread 
the word.   

Donation Tracking: View a report that details all online pledges that you have collected.  You may also enter all offline 

donations secured, and track your total progress at any time. 

Donor Appreciation: Donors see their name in lights!  During the edit mode of your participant page be sure to leave 

the Donor Appreciation area on in order to show the list of donor names and to show their encouraging message.  If they 
so choose, their donation amount can be kept private. 

Goal Setting: Use the goal-o-meter to set a goal and to track your progress against this goal.  While editing your 
participant page if you leave the goal-o-meter on, your donors will be able to see how close you are to achieving your 

goal.  This can inspire them to tell their friends to help you reach that goal or donate more! 

Note:  Please note that funds raised through FirstGiving will be subject to a processing fee (which includes credit card 
charges), resulting in a decrease in total dollars available for BrightStone. 

http://www.firstgiving.com/brightstone

